Lobbying Bob Rae on Nuclear Weapons Abolition

A delegation from the Hiroshima Day Coalition, imding VANA members
Phyllis Creighton and Anton Wagner, met with BokeRaberal Foreign
Affairs Critic, in his Toronto Centre Riding officen February 22. The other
members of the delegation were the Hiroshima son8etsuko Thurlow and
Barbara Birkett, a former President of Physiciars3lobal Survival.

Phyllis thanked Bob Rae for being the lead speak#re August 6, 2010
commemoration at the Toronto City Hall Peace Gaxdleere he spoke
passionately about the danger of nuclear weapdmspfesented him with the text
of her posting on the Science for Peace website
http://www.scienceforpeace.ca/65-years-it-s-timeetre-the-bombn which
Phyllis quoted from his speech. Rae said, “Thisgafmuclear proliferation is a
game that humanity cannot win ... that itself createssecurity which is ever
growing and ever increasing. And that is why thera compelling and
overwhelming logic to the need for a treaty in whibhe world comes together and
agrees we are going to first reduce these weapiogris we are going to eliminate
these weapons, and we are going to create théutinstis which will give

everyone the confidence that the weapons are gloegare no longer being
tested, they are no longer being developed; theywalonger been seen as
potential for use. That is a need, a necessitggairement for a sensible world
politics going forward over the next 20 years. Tikia cause to which we must all
become attached.”

Setsuko Thurlow mentioned her role as a Hiroshiamaigor in communicating
the need to abolish nuclear weapons, her peacesactin Canada and Japan and
pointed out to Mr. Rae Canada's historic imageapead as a peacemaker. She
referred to Lloyd Axworthy's lectures in Hiroshimad other cities in which he
spoke about the need for NGO's to work togethdn gatvernments on nuclear
weapons abolition.

Barbara Birkett mentioned her longtime affiliatiarth Physicians for
GlobalSurvival and presented Mr. Rae with a dossiethe International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons available ftoenl CAN
websitehttp://www.icanw.org/publications




Anton Wagner referred to the fact that the Lib&aitty had no official policy

on nuclear weapons and nuclear weapons abolitidrueged Mr. Rae that his
Party adopt one. He stated his belief that a ntgjofiCanadians wanted the
Canadian government to be an active peacemakérednternational scene and
referred to the June 25, 2010 Canadian Councihaofr€¢hes "A World Without
Nuclear Weapons" appeal to Stephen Harper endbsskhders of 23 faiths.

Mr. Rae said he thought Nuclear Weapon Free Zomes wgood idea and that he
had been present when Liberal Yukon MP Larry Bagn#&bduced his Private
Member Bill C-629 - An Act Respecting the Estabiient of a Nuclear Weapons
Free Zone in the Canadian Arctic. Mr. Rae did mpqtear to think that nuclear
weapons abolition would be a major election issieedid emphasize, however,
that civil society should keep up the pressureatbfor a Nuclear Weapons
Convention. He credited NGOs for getting work stdrand keeping the issue
alive.

Barbara Birkett suggests we pick up a few of tlertés of the Liberal "Canada
in the World" document and apply them to nucleaadnament, such as "The
Global Networks," especially with India and Chiiféould a Liberal government
undertake with these two nuclear powers to pusknitgall nuclear weapons
states especially, and all other states as we&arnd a nuclear weapons
convention? Since Liberal Party policy is goingptomote peace, order and
good government, will it not make nuclear disarmanaetop priority since
nuclear weapons are our most urgent security #sk€e the Liberal Party wants
to re-balance the 3Ds of Defence, Diplomacy, andel@ment, does it think
that urgent diplomatic efforts to achieve a nucleaapons convention as
agreed in the House of Commons on December 7 slheuddpriority of a Liberal
government? Does it support an Arctic NWFZ? Doeeatize the 96 billion
dollars spent on maintaining nuclear weapons ahnoatlld be put to better
use? Does it realize that a limited nuclear wawbenh India and Pakistan

could cause the deaths of up to a billion peopleuggh immediate trauma and
subsequent climate change reductions of wheat @t production in the
northern growing areas, setting development backaasurably? Can the Liberal
Party build an election campaign that focuses amli@s and pretend that
nuclear weapons don't exist?



